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BY N. J. McMicHAEL— 


Spring tuition bills will be 
a bit higher this year due to an 
energy surcharge that has 
been added to student’s fees. 


Bee re The surcharge is to. combat ris- 
WEEKL Y ing energy fuel costs, 
and LSUS_ will 
charge students 
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Friday: 


$0.75. cents perf 
credit hour with af 
$9 maximum for 
full-time students. 

The fee equals 
out to $9.00 for 
any student tak- 
ing 12 hours and the 
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Maxie Foster, assistant professor of 
Health and Physical Education, 


fee tacked onto 
spring tuition bill 


BY RACHEL WRIGHT 


Maxie Foster, assistant 
professor of Kinesiology 
and Health Science, a 21- 
year veteran of LSUS and 
j the only tenured African- 
American professor current- 
ly at the university, 
submitted his resignation af- 
j ter attending a College of 
j Education faculty meeting 
j on Oct. 28, at which he says 
Chancellor Vincent Marsala 
made inappropriate  re- 
marks. 

According to Foster, 
Chancellor Marsala made 


resenee Se oe meee "highly inciteful political 

a remarks he says were made ighly inciteful politica 

Telecounselor positions Chancellor sede during a by and racial remarks, and the 
socecenaseeQG> Z meeting. practice of racism, discrimi- 


increased fees this fall, LSUS 
and UNO are following along 
in the spring. 

LSUBR is currently charg- 
ing its students $20 per se- 
mester; Tech, $64; Grambling, 
$48; and Nicholls, $30. 

The $9 maximum fee 
——P that LSUS is charging is the 
owest of the state universi- 


Michael Ferrell, vice 
chancellor for business 
Naffairs said, “1 don’t 
E-Jwant our students to be 
§/ surprised when they see 
it on their fee bill, but I 


also want them to under- 


stand why this is happening 
and that we are taking all the 
steps necessary to keep the 
cost as low as we can get 


Professor resigns after ‘racist comments 


nation and double-stan- 
dards has created a hostile 
environment, “one in which 
Foster’s feels he can no 
longer work.” 

"Our meeting had no 
agenda," said Foster. "It was 
an orchestrated attempt by 
Chancellor Marsala to per- 
suade us how to vote in the 
upcoming gubernatorial 
race, including telling a sto- 
ry about why LSUS does not 
employ more minority fac- 
ulty members. No leader of 
any public institution has 
the right to tell me who to 
vote for,” he said. 

Foster said Marsala also 
mispronounced  African- 
American and made com- 


ments about gubernatorial 
candidate Bobby Jindal's 
dark skin, and "told all the 
faculty if we voted for him 
we would have a lot of re- 
porting and paper work to 
do. 

“This is a state institu- 
tion, and we have to be 
aware of and accountable 
for what we say,” said Fos- 
er. “We just can't choose to 
ignore people's needs and 
feelings, especially in the 
public sector. Our responsi- 
bility is to ensure that all of 
our students, especially in 
the College of Education, 
are accepting of differences. 


See MARSALA PAGE 4 


Energy surcharge | Deployed LSUS students have 
options for distance learning 


Dominic CLAmoRNne 


Marva “Cookie” Cummings, left, and her son Corey hold a 
magazine that hits close to home. Corey is being deployed 
to Iraq for an undetermined amount of time. 


overseas. 


them.” 

As gas and energy prices 
continue to rise, LSUS has no 
choice but to charge students 
$0.75 per credit hour on stu- 
dent's spring tuition to help 
curb the costs for which the 
university had not otherwise 
budgeted. 


BY CANDICE LEONE 


Corey Cummings doesn't have 


to take his finals next week. Al- 
though some people would consid- 
er him lucky, his mother, Marva 
"Cookie" Cummings, would beg to 
differ. Corey isn't getting a lucky 
break — he is getting deployed 


Corey, a freshman psychology 
major at LSUS, is leaving Sunday, 
Dec. 7 for Iraq. Although he must 
pick up his entire life for an unde- 
termined amount of time, the 19- 
year-old reserve said he doesn't 
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Letter to the Editor 


Dear Editor, 


It was raining when I went to class Monday 
night (Nov. 17). I was fighting with my umbrel- 
la outside Bronson Hall and didn't take the time 
to react to what a student behind me was saying 
to his friends. I hope he sees this letter and takes 
a minute to reflect on what I would have told 
him had I taken the time. 

He told his friends he doesn't care about A’s 
or B's, all he cares about are C's and a degree. If 
he gets out with a 2.0 GPA and a degree, that's 
fine. That's all he wants. Thirty-something 
years ago, that was me. All | wanted was a de- 
gree and that's exactly what I got: barely a 2.0 
GPA and a bachelor's degree. All right!! I'm 


ter's degree program. I was fortunate that the 
program coordinator believed in me; otherwise 
I would never have been accepted into Gradu- 
ate Study, a requirement to pursue any master's 
program. My undergraduate performance sim- 
ply wasn't anywhere close to good enough. 

It takes a lot of work to make a C, but it 
takes just a little more to make a B. I urge the 
student who spoke behind me that rainy night - 
- and any other student who just wants "out" —- 
to make that little extra effort to make better 
grades. You never know what you'll want to do 
30-something years from now. 


Gregg Trusty 


out. 


This semester, I enrolled in an LSUS mas- 


Director of Media & Public Relations 
LSUS 


Sex and the Campus 


Why cant we talk about sex?? 


BY BO WELLBORN 


OPINION 

I went to visit with my 
friend Christy and found that 
she and her intimate group of 
friends met weekly to discuss 
"Sex and the Campus.” Much to 


my surprise, most all like the ar- * 


ticle and enjoy it. 

One, though,-was reluctant 
to talk about the column at all. 
When asked, he replied, "Why 
do you have to talk about sex? 
Why can't you talk about puppy 
dogs?" 

That made me wonder, is 
sex too bad to talk about? Do we 
really believe in "what goes on in 
the bedroom stays in the bed- 
room?” 

The more I thought about it 
the more I wondered, “Am I too 
liberal about my feelings? Does 
anyone else talk about sex? I do 
not revolve my life around sex. I 


like it, don't get me wrong, but | 
can live without it. But is it 
wrong for me to talk about sex to 
you or to anyone? 


“Why do you = ~~ 
have to talk about 
sex? Why can't 
you talk about 
puppy dogs?” 


The more I thought about it, 
the more I questioned my views 
of sex. Then I realized, how 
would he know about my col- 
umn if he had not read it. Was it 


he that wanted to be free to share 
his feelings, yet too ashamed to 
do it? 

One thing I realized about 
Christy's group was that they 
were open. No matter what topic 
of conversation, they could ap- 
preciate all points of view. They 
were the real Samantha's, Char- 
lotte’s, Miranda's and even a lit- 
tle Carrie's. 

They were the muse behind 
the column. They got what this 
column was all about. They saw 
the enjoyment and conversation 
out of it, yet like some “in the 
closet" sex-ers out there, their 
puppy dog loving friend could- 
n't talk about it because he didn't 
understand it. 

So, in the end, I am proud to 
say that I can talk about sex or 
anything else I want and know 
that no matter what anyone else 
says or does, I am still me. 
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Bookstore plans move for spring Wine portfolio named 
after Chancellor Marsala 


BY KIMBERLY CHESTER —— 


The LSUS bookstore will 
have a new home starting next 
semester. In January, the newly 
renovated Old Library building 
will house the new LSUS book- 
store. Students can expect a 
more expanded bookstore, cus- 
tomized to fit their needs. 

"We are very excited about 
the bookstore's new location," 
said Cindy Armstrong, director 
of purchasing and auxiliary en- 
terprises. "We will be offering 
new merchandise. It is go- 
ing to bigger and bet- 
ter.” 

The bookstore team 
has started packing for 
the move and antici- 
pates the opening of the 
new location. Accord- 
ing to Julia Crawford, }. 
LSUS bookstore em- 
ployee, the new book-]- 
store is simply going to 
be larger with more va- 
riety. Book buy back for 
the fall semester will be 
held in the current 
bookstore in the Uni- 
versity Center. 

On Dec. 15, the 
bookstore will close; 
the new LSUS. book-]. 
store will be unveiled 
at the beginning of the 
spring semester. The 
new bookstore will be 
prepared and ready for 
students to purchase 
their books and sup- 
plies. 

The new bookstore 
has six cash registers 


with point-of-sale scanners, 
compared to four in the old 
one. This provides the students 
with a better, more itemized re- 
ceipt. Another added bonus is 
that there will be a full-scale 
print shop with counter service 
to meet students’ copying and 
printing needs. Students can 
expect to see a larger retail area 
that will include new Pilot mer- 
chandise, including T-shirts, 
sweatshirts, shorts and baseball 


caps. 
As of now, the LSUS book- 


store employs four student 
workers, six full-time workers 
and one temporary worker. The 
new bookstore will be employ- 
ing additional workers to help 
with the busy first week of the 
spring Semester. The bookstore 
team has been working dili- 
gently to prepare for the move 
and is very eager to get settled 
into their new home. Workers 
in the bookstore said that they 
hope that the students are as 
excited as they are about the 
new location. 


Have a story idea? 


We want to hear it. 
Call us at 797-5328 


©) § 


e-mail us at 


almagest@pi lot. lsus. edu. 


The Hrce Varsals Teaggural Colitetore Series 
Honoriy Charcedlor Marsal for 36 Vears-of Service 


BLACK RIDE CANYON 
THARDGNNAY 
CALTRPORNTA 


Courresy of LSUS ALumm Association 


The Alumni Association presented the chancellor with 
the Vince Marsala Inaugural Collector’s wine Series. 


BY MELISSA INGRAM ———— 


The LSUS Alumni Associa- 


tion has opened the door for 
the university to get its name 
out in the community and 
throughout the country. On 
Nov. 13, the association gave a 
party for Chancellor Vincent 
Marsala at the Louisiana State 
Exhibit Museum. The party 
was to honor Marsala for 36 
years of service to LSUS and to 
commemorate his outstanding 
commitment to LSUS by pre- 
senting him with the "Vince 
Marsala Inaugural! Collector's 
Series Wine Portfolio.” 

Dianne Howell, director of 
LSUS Alumni Services, with 
the help of Gregg Trusty, LSUS 
director of Media and Public 
Relations, along with several 
others, put the wine portfolio 
together. Howell came up with 
the project last summer, while 
researching other alumni Web 
sites. As she perused the Signa- 
ture Wines Web site, she real- 
ized no one in Louisiana was 
listed as doing anything com- 
parable to a wine portfolio. Just 
by discovering that fact, she re- 
alized this was what LSUS 
needed, and she decided to 
present the idea to the Alumni 
Association’s Board of Direc- 
tors. 

After getting approval 
from the Alumni Board and her 
boss, Marty Albritton, vice 
chancellor of development, all 
she needed was the impri- 
matur of Marsala. The only 


catch was that he could not 
know all the details of the 
fundraiser, so Howell had to be 
discrete when presenting it to 
him. Marsala approved her 
idea without hesitation, which 
was good because she was on a 
tight schedule and had to meet 
a deadline. 

The only problem she ran 
into was the fact that LSUS was 
not a "big boy" university com- 
pared to the University of 
Southern California, Stanford 
or Georgia Tech. So in order 
for the Signature Wines Com- 
pany to accept her offer, she 
had to convince them that 
LSUS was eligible for this op- 
portunity, However, she con- 
vinced them to accept LSUS 
and they began a contract for 
the portfolio. 

This idea had to be kept se- 
cret so that other people would 
not learn about it until the time 
was right. Her next step was to 
choose the wines and get the 
label designed, She said the 
name of the label was one of 
the hardest things to come up 
with but eventually decided on 
the Vince Marsala Inaugural 
Collector's Series. Suddenly 
this project was not about the 
wine, but about honoring 
Chancellor Marsala. 

More invitations were sent 
than were expected to attend. 
However, 250 people came, in- 
cluding legislators, community 
leaders and LSUS faculty and 
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MARSALA ———W— 
continued from page 1 
Inclusion not exclusion. We 
can't properly prepare our fu- 
ture teachers to be sensitive to 
diversity if the leader of our 
own institution contradicts the 
entire premise,” Foster said. 

“I am furious these issues 
surfaced. I just don't under- 
stand how the entire faculty 
could accept and tolerate it," 
Foster added. 

Marsala was off campus 
and unavailable for comment 


“All of our employees are of 
concern, and of course I like to 
see them satisfied and content- 
ed. 

"However," Mills added, 
"our employees are free to re- 
sign, and we hope they make 
this decision after thoughtful 
consideration.” 

Foster said he 
did not intend to 
speak to Marsala 
to resolve any- 
thing, because it 
had not worked 


Almmagest 


governor,” DeMello said. "The 
leader of our University should 
not endorse one candidate over 
another." 

The meeting had an open- 
agenda, without specific topics 
to address, according to DeMel- 
lo. DeMello said he believes the 


“| believe Maxie is correct, 
Chancellor Marsala did refer to 


but ...' We have to be very care- 
ful about these kinds of re- 
marks, because our Chancellor 
speaks for all of us." 

Dr. Gale Bridger, Dean of 
the College of Education and 
Human Development also at- 
tended the meeting. According 

to Bridger, the col- 
lege meets the last 
Tuesday of every 


month. 

Bridger said 
she did not believe 
Marsala's com- 


after numerous attempts at fr him in the 


(Bobby) Jindal’s ethnicity, imply- 
ing he was a minority 
candidate for governor.” 


ments had any in- 

tentional racial 

undertones. 
"Perhaps things 


press time. pat ; 
Vice Chancellor and About ai 
Provost Dr. Stuart Mills said he Y€@TS 489, I filed a 
was aware of what transpired at grievance with 
the meeting and saw to it that the Chancellor, 
Marsala and Foster had an op- _ listing 20 different 
portunity to communicate di- ‘@cial_ and dis- 
rectly in an attempt to resolve tmunatory con- 
cerns,” said 


matters. 

“Just between you and me,” 
Mills said, "I was at the meet- 
ing, and I didn't find anything 
Chancellor Marsala said as of- 
fensive. 

“To my knowledge, the 
conversation did not take 
place," Mills said of the pro- 
posed meeting. "Apparently, 
there is something personal be- 
tween the two of them. 

“At the University, I try to 
stay informed and abreast of all 
matters involving our employ- 
ees,” Mills said of the issue. 


LSUS Pilots 


Millsaps, winning: '75-63 


BY ALAN CANTWELL 


courtesy oF LSUS Mepia & PR 

The LSUS Pilots traveled to 
Jackson, Miss., to take on the 
Millsaps College Ma- 
jors. LSUS entered 
the contest with a 
3-4 record, with 
six of those con- 
tests being on the 
road. The Pilots 
improved _ their 
record to 4-4 with 
a 75-63 victory over 
the Majors. 

In the first half, Millsaps ha 
the upper hand, going 8 for 12 
from beyond the three-point line. 
Brad Greenhaw led the way for 
the Majors with 9 points in the 
opening frame. 

The Pilots kept pace, howev- 
er, and Millsaps led by only one 


Foster, “none of 

which were ever 

addressed. So I 

have absolutely 

no confidence in going back to 
him.” 

Associate Professor of Ki- 
nesiology and Health Science 
Dr. Jesse DeMello confirmed 
Foster's statements about the 
meeting. 

"I believe Maxie is correct. 
Chancellor Marsala did refer to 
Jindal's ethnicity, implying he 
was a minority candidate for 


mistreat 


at the half, 34-33. 


A balanced LSUS scoring at- 
tack proved to be too much for 
the Majors in the second half. 
Travis Cash and teammate Der- 
rick Sowell both collected | to 
double-doubles in the 


boards. Derrick 


game. Sowell con- 
A tributed with 18 points 
and 13 rebounds 


while Cash finished 
with 12 points and 10 | 


Rogers rounded off 
the Pilots’ offense with a | 


-Jesse DeMello 


Associate Professor of Kinesiology 
and Health Science 


Chancellor wanted an opportu- 
nity to talk to the faculty about 
politics and the lack of minority 
faculty at LSUS. 

"Perhaps it was not his in- 
tent to be hurtful or discrimina- 
tory, but that's certainly the way 
it came out,” said DeMello. 
"Marsala even prefaced some of 
his statements with, ‘I probably 
shouldn't be talking about this, 


i i 

= see — ™ 
'- —_ #£ ££ t¢ = =m, 
c ’ ’ 


could have been 

said _ differently. 

When we say 

things, some of us 

are probably less 

overt than others. 

And, I believe peo- 

ple's perspectives 

are different, de- 

pending upon their 

own experiences and their own 

view of the world,” Bridger said 
of Marsala's comments. 

DeMello said he should 

have stood up at the meeting 

and said something about 

Marsala's comments. "I regret 

not doing so, and I know I have 

hurt my friend and colleague,” 

he said. “Maxie is the most sen- 

sitive and considerate man I 


have ever known. 

“Not one of us was awak- 
ened to his implications about 
minorities," DeMello said. "I 
guess I'm so numb to these 
types of statements, because | 
hear them all the time.” 

The university currently 
employs only five African- 
American faculty members, in- 
cluding Foster. 

DeMello said that LSUS has 
seen too many black faculty 


members come and go. "Maxie - 


has been here and tolerated this 
insensitivity for 21 years, but 
that is the way our Chancellor 
works." 

Foster said he does not ex- 
pect anything to change, so he 
is choosing to move on with his 
career. 

"I understand how hard it 
has been for him to accept 
things here," said DeMello. 
"But, he's going to let them win, 
and we are going to Jose anoth- 
er great teacher because of in- 
sensitivity and thoughtless 
comments. DeMello said he 
wishes Foster would change his 
mind about leaving, “but I can't 
in good conscience tell him to 
stay.” 

Foster's final day will be at 
the end of the 2004 spring se- 
mester. 

"Maxie will be missed 
greatly, by faculty, staff and stu- 
dents,” said DeMello. 


Lady Pilots add season’s third loss 


BY HEATHER STEPHENS — 


On Saturday Nov. 15, the 
Lady Pilots played College of 
the Ozarks Bobcats at John 
Brown University. The Pilots 
were 0-2 before this game and 
were hoping for their first vic- 


ry. 
Renalda Stafford had 19 


points and 10 rebounds for the 
Pilots. The LSUS Pilots fell to 
the Bobcats, 77-53. 

The Pilots played their 
first home game against Texas 
College on Tuesday, Nov. 18. 
In the first half Saige Cooper 
got the Lady Pilots rolling, hit- 
ting four 3-pointers and made 
a total of 14 points. Teammate 


Stafford also pitched in with 
12, and the first-half saw the 
Lady Pilots ahead of the Texas 
College Steers by a score of 43- 
32. 

Stafford finished with a 
game high 24-point perform- 
ance. Cooper ended with 17 
points, followed by Kendra 
Monette with 16. 


along with 8 rebounds. 

Both LSUS basketball teams 
look to improve their records 
Thursday night when they will 
play on the road at Texas College 
in Tyler. The Lady Pilots tip off at 
5:30 p.m., followed by the men at 
7:30 p.m. 


17-point performance to go | 


The truth is, a little of your time can make a lifetime of difference. Because : 
kids with something to do are tess likely to do drugs. You can help. Fo: more 
information on drug prevention programs in your community, calli or visit: 


4877 KIDS 313 
www.youcanhelpkids.org 
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continued from page 1 


mind. 

"It really doesn't bother 
me," said Corey. 

His mother said she feels a 
little differently though. 

"It really hasn't sunk in 
yet," said Cookie. "I guess 
when he gets on the airplane it 
will. I have to be strong for 
him." 

Cookie said since her only 
son will not be here for Christ- 
mas, her family will most like- 
ly celebrate the holiday early. 

Sadly, Corey's situation is- 
n't all that uncommon. Ac- 
cording to the deans of each 
college, about 15-20 students 
have been deployed so far this 
semester. Depending on each 
student's individual situation, 
grades are computed in differ- 
ent ways. 

Since he is in good stand- 
ing in all of his classes, Corey's 
college dean and his teachers 
are allowing him to skip his fi- 
nals and take his grades as 
they are now. 

Gale Bridger, dean of the 


College of Education and Hu- 
man Development, said that 
all five of the students who 
were deployed in her college 
this semester withdrew from 
their classes. When students 
must leave school after the 
deadline has passed to with- 
draw, she said she can over- 
ride the "W." 

"We do the best we can for 
them so their academic record 
isn't damaged,” said Bridger. 
"We hope they stay safe and 
come back to us in a few se- 
mesters.” 

Merrell Knighten, dean of 
the college of Liberal Arts, said 
sometimes the student can 
take an “incomplete” if they ex- 
pect to return soon, or early fi- 
nals can be arranged. 

Also, many times if a stu- 
dent resigns from the universi- 
ty, his registration can be 
refunded partially or fully. 

Recently, the Louisiana 
Board of Regents created and 
implemented a new online 
program developed specifical- 
ly for students in the military. 
According to the Board of 


Regents Web site, Louisiana 
schools have over 700 college - 
level courses and 13-full de- 
gree programs available on- 
line. 

After receiving their or- 
ders, deployed students can 
file a request waiver and con- 
tinue their classes via the Inter- 
net wherever they are 
stationed. 

If they are stationed some- 
where where the Internet is in- 
accessible, students can file 
another waiver for an excep- 
tion for failure to complete 
their coursework. 

For more information, vis- 
it the Board of Regents Web 
site at 
http:/oww.regents.state.la.us/. 


Editor's note: 

This story has a happy end- 
ing— at press time, the Al- 
magest learned that Corey 
Cummings’ orders for deploy- 
ment have been canceled. He is 
currently trying to get his classes 
reinstated. 


Student provides tips for getting 
to LSUS without owning a vehicle 


BY PAMELA HAMILTON 


I had come to rely on my 
mother's 2001 Dodge Neon for 
transportation to LSUS, but a 16- 
year-old ran into it as she drove 
and smashed her car. Fortunately, 
the only damage to my mother 
was in elevating her blood pres- 
sure, which the doctors eventual- 
ly were able to control, but we 
were left without a car — worse, 
the accident was judged by the 
police to be no one’s fault. My 
mother's car was not replaced. 

Now, I rely on Shreveport's 
Sportran bus system for trans- 
portation. The new city buses are 
large, white buses with one blue 
and one turquoise horizontal 
stripe; however, many of the old- 
er buses haye been colorfully 
painted with images that repre- 
sent Shreveport's cultural her- 
itage. Perhaps you've seen the 
quilt pattern bus, the Caddo Indi- 
an bus, or the sunflower bus. 

Whether you've noticed the 
buses or not, for those without a 
source of transportation, the bus 
system is more valuable than you 
may imagine. 

"The bus is very reliable,” 
said Ishmel Stevenson, a sopho- 
more Spanish major here at LSUS. 
He also depends on the bus for 
transportation. "I don't have to 
pester other people for a ride," he 


said. The bus allows him to. come 
and go as he pleases. 

LSUS offers four sifes on 
campus for catching the bus: the 
first site is located on the corner of 
East Kings Highway and One 
University Place; the second is lo- 
cated behind the science building 
at the back of the campus near 
One University Place; the third 
site is on One University place in 
front of the administration build- 
ing; and, the fourth site is at the 
front entrance near Youree Drive. 
All are marked by blue and white 
signs that read, "Bus Stop.” 

Surprisingly, not many stu- 
dents use the bus system. This 
morning, I counted five other stu- 
dents who exited the bus with 
me. Usually, there are only one or 
two. Possibly students are not 
aware of the process for catching 
the bus. Here are 10 tips for those 
interested; 

1. Stand by the bus stop. 
This is important. If you are not 
near the sign, the bus driver won't 
stop for you. 

2. The adult basic fare is $1. 
A transfer ticket for another bus is 
25 cents extra. You are allowed to 
use a transfer only once within a 
specified time. Otherwise, you 
must pay another full fare. 

3. Use exact change. The 
bus driver doesn't carry money. 
The other passengers are usually 


friendly, but they may not have 
change either. 

4. If you need to transfer to 
more than one bus, purchase an 
all day pass on the bus for $2.50. 
This is an unlimited ticket for the 
day and will save you money. For 
that day, you can ride on any 
Sportran bus at any time. 

5. If you plan to ride the 
bus from home to campus and 
back again five days a week, for 
$35, you can purchase a 30-day 
pass at the downtown terminal. 
This is a 30-day unlimited ticket. 
It works the same as a day pass, 
but for 30 days. If the bus is your 
only source of transportation, the 
30-day pass is the most efficient 
way to travel. 

6. Sportran has 20 routes 
that cover almost every part of 
Shreveport and Bossier. Each bus 
must return to the downtown ter- 
minal at the completion of each 
route. The terminal is the major 
transfer point, but the buses inter- 
sect throughout the cities at other 
transfer points. Jason Thomas, a 
senior biological sciences major, 
advises students to learn the 
schedules and routes. "Take ad- 
vantage of the transfer points," he 
said. "If you know the schedule, 
you won't have to take the bus to 
the terminal to transfer,” This 
could save you hours of travel. 

7. The Broadmoor bus, 


route 9, is the only bus that comes 
on the campus, You can print the 
schedule from the Internet at 
www.sportran.org. The earliest 
bus on campus comes at 5:53 a.m. 
and the latest bus leaves campus 
at 6:29 p.m, The Broadmoor bus 
runs approximately every 40 min- 
utes. 

8. Be prepared for unpleas- 
ant weather. Most bus stops do 
not have protective sheds. I al- 
ways carry a small umbrella and a 
little plastic poncho. I miss the 
bus more than | care to admit. I 
never know when I may have to 
wait 15-20 minutes for another 
one. 

9, Try to be at the bus stop 
5-10 minutes early. The drivers 
usually follow the schedule, but 


when they don't they are more of- 
ten early than late. It's better to be 
safe than sorry. 

10. Be courteous to the driv- 
er. If he knows you are a regular 
customer, he may look for you if 
you are running a little late. If he 
sees you coming, he may stop to 
Wait for you. 

Being forced to ride the bus 
after my mother's car accident 
was a daily adjustment for me, 
but I'm glad I had an alternative 
that allowed me to continue my 
education. Transportation to and 
from schoo! can be a taxing expe- 
rience for many students, like me, 
who are tied to tight budgets. If 
you are in need of Sportran's serv- 
ices, give the bus a try. Perhaps I'll 
see you at one of the stops. 
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Newest fine arts professor |Class visits alternative med center 


content with year at LSUS 


BY Bo WELLBORN 


Rhys W. Roark, visiting pro- 
fessor of fine arts, hopes to con- 
tinue his professional career here 
at LSUS. Roark, born in Dallas, 
and raised in Oklahoma City, is a 
native of the South and knows 
how to endure the hot months. 
He received his undergraduate 
degree at the University of Cen- 
tral Oklahoma in Edmond, mas- 
ter's degree at Syracuse 
University in New York, and in 
the Spring will defend his disser- 
tation and receive his doctorate 


sities like Syracuse and Universi- 
ty of Louisville. "Students at any 
university either have passion or 
they don't. No matter where you 
go, you will find students who 
care, do well, and students who 
don't, will do average.” Carrie 
Patterson, senior education ma- 
jor,-says, "Mr. Roark is very ani- 
mative and high energy. He 
really understands deeply what 
we are learning, and in turn, it is 
easier for me to learn.” This rings 
true across the board with his 
students. Most all will agree, his 
command of the subject matter 


in Arts helps his 
from the students 
University “When | came here, ender, 
of stand fine 
Louisville @VvVeryone Was Very arts in a 
ny hospitable. There is eitexent 
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places in the South he had 
worked. "Shreveport is not too 
big, yet not too small. It is a good 
place to work and raise a future 
family. 1 enjoy the people here.” 
Roark loves working with his 
colleagues. 

“When I came here, every- 
one was very hospitable, which I 
was accustomed to. There is 
something about southern hos- 
pitality that rings true through- 
out the South.” 

Students at LSUS, to Roark, 
are comparable to other univer- 


the arts like other universities, 
we could really be strong against 
other universities this size 
around the nation.” 

Roark hopes to see this uni- 
versity be a power house in the 
state. “I would love to see people 
from all over the state come to 
LSUS to go to school.” 

Roark is on a one-year con- 
tract with the university. “I 
would love to stay if LSUS 
would like me to. If not, I will 
find another university that 
needs my services,” he said. 


BY JASON LIMERICK 


The "Introduction to Social 


Work" course takes students into 
the field for experience and re- 
cently took a trip to the new 
Christus Schumpert Center for 
Integrative Medicine. 

Keena Franklin, instructor of 
sociology and instructor of the 
course, believes in experiential 
learning and applies that princi- 
ple in her class. In addition to 
having guest speakers come 
speak to the class, her students 
have taken field trips to the 
YWCA, Live Oak Retirement 
Community, a 911 emergency 
center, and have interviewed a 
social worker in their field of in- 
terest to get an idea of what they 
will find in the social work field. 

“When you're talking about 
social workers, social workers do 
it better in the field,” said 
Franklin. 

The students seem to agree. 
Imani Hollins, a sociology major 
enrolled in the course, said she 
loves the interaction. "It's really 
helpful to see if you want to go 
into a particular field,” she said. 

The final expedition this 
year was to visit the Christus 
Schumpert Center for Integrative 
Medicine, which takes a holistic 
approach to healing. The stu- 
dents met with Maria O’Brien, 
the director of the center, and 
learned a little about the ap- 
proach. It's an outpatient center 
that concentrates on energy 
treatment and noninvasive med- 
icine. 

According to O’Brien, it's 
medicine that doesn't “burn, cut, 


Jason Limerick 


Imani Hollins talks with with Maria O’Brien, director 
of the Schumpert Center for Integrative Medicine, 
during a field trip for her Social Work class. 


or poison the body like surgery, 
chemotherapy, or drugs.” 

The center takes a look at 
Eastern-influenced and other 
faith-based healing techniques to 
build a program for wellness 
based on the spirit. Although the 
center is funded by the conserva- 
tive Catholic-based Christus 
Schumpert, O’Brien said there's 
no contradiction with other 
faiths. 

“We leave the religion out of 
it,” said O’Brien. “We all have a 
spirit.” 

The center offers integrative 
medicine consultation, symptom 
management, integrative well- 
ness and medical massage or 
bodywork as part of its outpa- 
tient services. It also offers class- 
es and workshops in yoga, 
mindful pilates, Feldenkrais mat 
class, Tai Chi for health, the art of 
silence, a dream workshop and 
others. Although some classes 


are free, others range in cost 
from $8 to $100 per session for 
acupuncture. 

The center has been open for 
only 9 to 10 months and has had 
very little marketing. It has to 
this point built a client base 
through word of mouth. The 
classes are open to anyone, and 
O’Brien and Franklin encourage 
students to take advantage of the 
services. 

"I certainly want LSUS to do 
its part with spreading the word 
about this wonderful agency that 
we have right here in our com- 
munity,” said Franklin. 

The Introduction to Social 
Work course has been offered for 
the last two years, and although 
Franklin says most of her stu- 
dents are upper-level sociology 
and psychology students, the 
course is open to any student 
who might be curious or inter- 
ested in social wo 


Complete the Circle. Keep Recycling Working. 


Celebrate America Recycles Day on November 15th. 
It would mean the world to all of us. 
For a free brochure, please call 1-800-CALL-EDF 


or visit our web site at www.edf.org 
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By Minpy JONES 


Yes, it's here again— Christmas, that glo- 


rious time of year. Unfortunately for many, 
the thought of Christmas shopping turns 
even the calmest individual into a bundle of 
frazzled nerves. Every year you tell yourself 
that next year will be different. Next year 
you'll plan ahead and budget sufficiently. 
Next year, Christmas will indeed be glorious. 
Then it happens again. November is trans- 
formed into December. The hysteria creeps 
in. Before you know it, the frantic rush to 
find Christmas presents on a shoestring 
budget is on. Hark! The herald angel sings! 
It doesn't have to be that way, even if you've 
waited until the last minute. These Christ- 
mas savings tips will help even the most 
stymied Santa. 

First, you'll need a plan of attack. Make a 
list and check it twice. If your budget is 
small and your list is long, check it thrice. 
Prioritize your list according to budget. Be 
sure to include family, friends and neighbors. 
Put a dollar figure next to each person and 
total the dollar amount. If the total is too 
high for your budget, don't panic. Rather 
than removing people from the list, get cre- 
ative. Don't let a lack of artistic ability ham- 
per your attempts, there are many ideas that 
only require effort. Friends and family will 
appreciate a gift made with your hands and 
love in your heart. 

¢ Bake a batch of cookies and. place 
them in a decorative tin or basket 

+ Copy your favorite recipes on note 
cards 

¢ Use a computer to print calendars 
with dates of birthdays and anniversaries 
noted 

¢ Make personalized stationery with 
rubber stamps, stickers or ribbon 


the 


fests nts 


* Give coupons for babysitting, lawn 
care or other much desired services 

+ Make bath salts by adding coloring 
and scent to Epsom salt, place in a pretty jar 

¢ Buy cheap picture frames in bulk, 
decorate with paint pens, buttons, shells, or 
other craft store finds 

+ Adorn bare candles with rhine- 
stones, glitter or dried flowers 

* Put together a small scrapbook of fa- 
vorite photos of family or friends 

* Buy small fabric bags, fill them with 
potpourri, close them with a satin ribbon to 
make aromatic sachets 

+ Transform small, wooden boxes by 
painting or adding beads, fabric, wallpaper, 
or fishing lures 

+ Personalize mugs, plates, or glasses 
with epoxy paint pens 

Pat Dale, owner of Pat's Place Craft Shop 
in Shreveport, says the hot item this year is 
making personalized ornaments. 

"Many customers buy plain wooden or- 
naments and adorn them with something 
special for the recipient,” said Dale. “Some 
buy glass ball ornaments and decorate with 
rhinestones or paint pens to add a personal 
touch.” 

Helen Gaines, a thrifty third-grade 
teacher, makes stationery sets for her co- 
workers and friends. She uses cut-outs from 
calendars, postcards and decorative paper to 
jazz up plain white paper. She then uses 
stencils or stickers to add the initials of the 
addressee. 

“Making stationery is a great stress-re- 
liever for me, it's my downtime,” said 
Gaines. “At the end of a long day, I sit in front 
of the television and make gifts for my 
friends. It takes me a long time to make each 
set, but friends look forward to me restock- 
ing their supply of stationery every year.” 
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Christmas savings tips|LSUS to hire six new 
student telecounselors 


By NEIL CASSARD 


Starting next semester, six more 
students will be employed by LSUS. 
The Office of Admissions and 
Records is currently interviewing 
students to fill six recently created 
admissions telecounselor positions. 
The new positions are designed to 
provide information about LSUS to 
potential new students from a cur- 
rent student's point-of-view. 

These are part-time jobs that 
will pay $7 to $8 an hour, from 7 to 9 
p.m., Monday through Thursday. 
The positions were created as part 
of the Noel-Levitz recruitment plan 
to boost new student admissions. 
Noel-Levitz is a consulting firm that 
was hired by the Board of Regents 
to help the university increase en- 
rollment and retain current stu- 
dents. Students who are interested 
in becoming telecounselors must 
have and maintain a G.P.A. of at 
least 2.5. Students must also be able 
to commit to the job for a minimum 
of two semesters. 

The admissions telecounselor 
position will provide prospective 
LSUS students with more personal 
contact than would normally be 
available. Each of the six telecoun- 
selors will be given alist of potential 
students who have requested infor- 
mation about LSUS. Each telecoun- 
selor will call only those assigned 
students to develop a strong rapport 
with them. 

Previously, 
the only 
contact af 
prospec: 
tive 
stu- 


dent would have with LSUS would 
be through mailings or by calling 
LSUS. Admissions counselors 
would go to area schools and hand 
out information cards, which would 
then be put into a computer data- 
base so that LSUS information and 
reminder letters could be sent out to 
them. The new telecounselor posi- 
tions are the most proactive recruit- 
ing tool LSUS has to date. 

Jennifer Carter, the acting direc- 
tor of admissions and records, said 
that an admissions telecounselor 
should be involved in various activ- 
ities at LSUS and should have 
knowledge of the faculty and staff. 
She also said that they would need 
to have good phone, organizational 
and communication skills, as well as 
the ability to start conversations and 
talk to strangers. 

O.L. Kelly, an LSUS admissions 
counselor, said prospective students 
would be more receptive to infor- 
mation from currently enrolled stu- 
dents than they would be from an 
adult admissions counselor. It 
would allow potential students to 
"get a student's aspect,” Kelly said. 
He also said. that the position has 
been needed at LSUS and should, 
along with all aspects of recruiting, 
increase admissions. Kelly summed 
up the new position as, "Students 
who love LSUS, promoting over the 
phone." 

Though the deadline for sub- 
mitting applications was Nov. 21, in- 
terested students should visit Carter 
in Room 168 in the Administration 
Building as soon as possible. For 


additional information, visit 
http://www. |sus.edu/admis- 
sions/tela- 

“4 coun.asp. 
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BCM auction exceeds Three students discuss their 
its fundraising goal 


BY MarTHA DURHAM ——— 


The Baptist Collegiate Min- 
istry had a successful! date auc- 
tion for missions on Nov.21. A 
group of girls bid on dates with 
13 men. 

The BCM raised $305- $5 
above their goal of $300. 

Daniel Hamilton, public 


it started, they competed to 
outbid each other. 

Chris Frye, a member of 
the LSUS Pilots baseball team 
and the man who went for the 
most money, was bought for 
$65. Chris Sanford brought in 
the second-highest amount at 
$50, and Josh Grisham, presi- 
dent of the BCM, went third for 


relations $45. 

major, Gr- 
was the “It blew everyone out of ‘sham a 
auctioneer business 
for the the water how good [the major, said 
evening: date auction] went.” sat cat 
Hamilton gone on his 
said a date yet. He 
group of — ‘ ; said his 
about 50 Daniel Hamilton date will 
people Public Relations consist of 
gathered dinner at a 
to raise restaurant 


money for BCM mission trips. 

Hamilton said the auction 
was supposed to start at 7 p.m., 
but the crowd was slim. When 
people started filing in around 
7:15 pimn., they started the auc- 
tion. 

As the women began to fill 
the seats, they were handed 
tickets which were used to give 
away free T-shirts throughout 
the evening. 

Before each of the men 
came out, Hamilton read his 
brief biography. When each 
came out on the stage, Hamil- 
ton described the date the win- 
ning bid would include. 

Hamilton started the bid 
out at $5 for each date. Al- 
though the women were hesi- 
tant to begin the bidding, once 


of his date’s choice and home- 
made dessert in the field across 
from the BCM with a group of 
other people. 

Hamilton said the auction 
went much better than anyone 
expected it to. 

"We had a lot of people 
here on campus who didn't 
think it would do well,” said 
Hamilton. "It blew everyone 
out of the water how good it 
went.” 

"It went 10 times better 
than I thought,” said Grisham. 

Both Grisham and Hamil- 
ton said they are already mak- 
ing plans to do another date 
auction next fall. 

Next time, they plan on 
trying to spread the word earli- 
er to bring in more people. 


ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT FOREST FIRES. 
www.smokeybear.com 


fantasy Christmas adventures 


BY Bo WELLBORN 


As the infamous Christmas break approaches, 


three LSUS students discuss their fantasy plans for 
the month long break. 

Rachel Avant, freshman Business Administra- 
tion major, wishes that for the next month she 
could do three things. "If I had a million dollars 
and a jet to take me around the world, I would 
more than love to travel to the Old World." Avant 
says that her dream is to travel to Europe and visit 
the ruins of Stonehenge in England, the Parthenon 
in Greece, and the Eiffel Tower in Paris. 

"Since 1 was a small child, those three places 
made my heart melt,” she said. 
“Whenever | would see them 
on a postcard or maga- 4 
zine, my heart 
would skip a 
beat.” Avant plans 
to see al] those 
places be- 
fore 
she 


continued from page 3 


staff. The Chancellor from 
LSU-A, Dr. Robert Cavanaugh, 
also attended. The party began 
by unveiling the poster. How- 
ell gave Devin O'Bryan, of 
Graphic Industries in Shreve- 
port, a collection of photo- 
graphs and memorabilia and 
asked him to “do something 
wonderful,” when designing 
the poster. 

Unique to the party were 
toasts, which were only by 
women. The first toast was 
done by Marsala's wife Carol 
Anne, followed by his daugh- 
ter Shawne, his former secre- 
tary of 30 years Wanda 
Norman, Dr. Gloria Raines, 
vice chancellor of student af- 
fairs, Pam Simek, vice presi- 
dent of the LSUS Alumni 
Board and Howell. 

Marsala, honored by the 
gesture and the event, said he 
felt "flattered that they would 
consider me for the first wine 


portfolio.” 
To order the wine portfo- 
lio, visit the Signature Wines 


graduates. "Mark my words, before I graduate, [ 
will see those three sites," she said. 

Avant like Joe Lindemood, sophomore general 
studies major, says that traveling while in college is 
very important to education. "It is not enough to 
just see the world through a book or a teacher but 
to see it first hand,” he said. 

Lindemood wishes that for Christmas he could 
spend it with his entire family, “I am military, there- 
fore, all of my family is away from me, and I would 
love desperately to see them for Christmas Eve," 
Lindemood said. Most of his family gets together 
for Christmas Eve night to celebrate Christmas. 
Lindemood, stationed at Barksdale, will spend this 
Christmas with other military personnel, and this 

is his second year to be away from his 
family. 

"I love the military and being 
in Louisiana, but lowa is my 
home, and times like this make it 
difficult because all you want to do 
‘a is be with the one's you love,” he 
said, 

Carrie Patterson, senior, 
says that all she ever has 
wanted for Christmas was to 
wake up on Christmas 
morning beside her sisters 
mand family. "I have never 
spent a Christmas 


CC away from my fam- 


ily,” she said, 
Patterson loves 
~Christmas-and—-weould 

never want to be away from her 
family during this time. “I will always 
be home for Christmas because this is the 
only time a year that we can all be in one 
room, happily being around each other,” she said. 


Proto Crnpir 


Chancellor Marsala, left, and his daughter Shawne and wife 
Carol Anne, pose for a photo at a party honoring Marsala. 


Web site at http://www.signa- 
turewines.com/Isus or cal] 1-888- 
968-7946. 
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BY KIMBERLY CHESTER 


Can you feel the vibes around 


campus? Just look around! Students 
are pouring into the libraries to finish 
up on that last minute paper and fran- 
tically answering those study guide 
questions. "Dead Week" is fast ap- 
proaching, and many students are 
finding it hard to stay focused. 


"Since I will be graduating in a 
matter of weeks, it seems like every- 
thing is twice as stressful," said Kevin 
Alexander, senior broadcast journal- 
ism major. "With finals coming up, it 
just adds to the pressure." 

To help ease "Dead Week" anxiety, 
the SAB has put together the "Stress- 
Free Zone," which is designed to help 
students survive and perform well 
during finals week. The "Stress-Free 
Zone" is an event that SAB started last 
year for students during "Dead Week." 


"It is very simple and basic, be- 
cause the focus of "Dead Week" should 
be preparing for finals," said Mollie 
Schmelzer, LSUS technical services co- 
ordinator. 

During Common Hour on Tues- 
day, Dec. 2, SAB handed out a finals 
survival kit which included a blue 
book, scan trons, pencils and a healthy 
snack. Also, the SAB provided 


muffins and juice each morning from 8 
a.m. -10 a.m. 

The SAB will be evaluating the 
turnout of students each day in order 
to get an accurate count of participat- 
ing students and get an idea of the 
amount of food and supplies they need 
for similar projects in the future. 

"A better count on this will allow 
SAB to be more productive to the stu- 
dent body as well as more responsible 
with the budget available," said 
Schmelzer. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 


When elves fall asleep on the job. 


BY JASON 
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SAB’s ‘zone’ attempts to| Student prepares to teach 
de-stress students for finals | through alternate program 


Rolanda Hewitt puts together her lesson plans for 
her student teaching at Judson Elementary. 


BY KATHERINE LYNCH 


When Rolanda "Ro" Hewitt was in high 


school, she and a friend mapped out their 
futures. Their plan was to "major in busi- 
ness and own a big company some day." Ro 
would do four years of college, get a busi- 
ness degree, start her own business, and 
make a lot of money. As she tried to follow 
her self-made map, though, she found that 
her life's highways were not what she ex- 
pected. She encountered bumpy roads, took 
some wrong turns, and got lost before final- 
ly finding her way. 

The first bumpy stretch of road came 
when she was just 17, a senior at North Des- 
oto High School in Stonewall. On a rainy 
evening in early December, Ro and two 
friends were on their way from their home 
in Gloster to a church gathering in Mans- 
field. As they traveled a familiar stretch of 
road, a pickup truck suddenly appeared 
racing around a curve from the other direc- 
tion - in the wrong lane. “All we saw was a 
flicker of light,” Ro says, "and then we 
heard this loud crash. We never saw what 
hit us." The truck, with a drunken driver at 
the wheel, hit the three friends head on. 
The accident left Ro's legs paralyzed and Ro 
in a wheelchair, Even as she learned to cope 
with life in a wheelchair, Ro continued her 
studies with a tutor. She graduated with 
her class the following spring. “Ro was al- 
ways tough,” notes childhood friend Cas- 
sandra Johnson, “and she was already 
independent. The accident just made her 
more determined to be her own person.” 

The next fall, with slightly modified 
transportation, Ro continued to travel ac- 
cording to her map when she began her 
Freshman year at Louisiana Tech. She 
pledged a sorority, became involved in 
“every kind of organization" and was an 
avid Lady Techster fan, attending almost 
every game. But she was less and less cer- 
tain of what she wanted to do with her life. 
After graduating with a Bachelor's in Busi- 
ness Management in 1992, Ro went to one 
semester of graduate school before burning 
out. “I would pick up a book to study,” she 


] remembers, “and | 
} would read it over 
} and over, and it just 
| wasn't registering." 
} She was at a dead 
Hend. Ro decided 
|=) she needed a break 
j from school. "I did- 
| n't want to see any 
teachers or class- 
rooms,” she jokes, 
"Not even to live in 
| a college town. No 
} college anything.” 

. Ro returned 
1 home to the decid- 
edly non-college 
town of Gloster. 
She began working 
office jobs and soon 
moved to Dallas "to 
find a real job." Two 
weeks after she ar- 
rived, she had a job at an insurance compa- 
ny, and a year later she began to work for 
the Internal Revenue Service. Employee 
awards and superior evaluations tacked to 
her cubicle walls, though, could not make 
her like the jobs. She felt "trapped in a cube 
all day, with no stimulation." The endless 
routine of answering the phone, typing at a 
keyboard, looking up information for a 
client, answering the phone again and nev- 
er leaving the office made it clear to Ro that 
she was meant for a more inspired line of 
work. She began to realize that business 
was not enough for her. She wanted to use 
her creativity, to be her own boss, and - 
more and more - to work with children. 

Ro returned home and once again set 
out to find the right road into her future. 
She had the idea of combining her business 
knowledge with a creative, child-oriented 
world by opening her own child care center. 
She worked for the next few years with a 
Head Start program and at a child care cen- 
ter, eventually becoming Director of the 
center. 

She found, though, that she didn't care 
for the administrative end of the child care 
business. Fortunately, she also discovered 
that she loved teaching. "When you're 
teaching,” she says, beaming, “and their 
eyes light up, there's nothing else like it." 

In 2001, after wandering on many me- 
andering roads, Ro devoted herself to what 
she is confident is her true road into the fu- 
ture when she entered the Teacher Certifi- 
cation Program at LSUS. Glad to finally be 
at a place in her life where she knew what 
she wanted to be, she applied herself enthu- 
siastically to the program. “I'm more ma- 
ture now,” she says, “and more settled, but 
wouldn't trade all the things learned when I 
had no idea what wanted.” 

Last semester she served as President 
of LSUS' Louisiana Association of Educa- 
tors Student Program (LAE-SP). This se- 
mester she is performing her student 
teaching, a semester-long supervised 
practicum in a Shreveport classroom. 
When she finishes in December, she will be 
ready to drive into the future - as a teacher. 


Dommic Cramonne 
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Jason's Flick Picks 


BY JASON LIMERICK 


CORRECTION: Hey 
everybody, | screwed up last 
week. If you're wondering why I 
kept going on and on about how 
great “Lost in Translation" was 
and then gave it a measly three 
out of five stars ... my bad. It 
was supposed to get the ever- 
elusive five out of five. 


Eh) 

"X2" is the sequel to the 
mega-successful "X-Men" movie, 
based on the Marvel comic char- 
acters that have dominated 
comics, cartoons and mass mer- 
chandise for years now. | should 
tell you first off that you'll have 
to see the first one to be able to 
keep up with this one, because it 
takes right off without much 
time to catch up, which I like ... I 
hate when they waste 30 minutes 
of a movie explaining what hap- 
pened in the first ... it's like, if 
you haven't seen the original 
what the hell are you doing in 
the sequel? Anyway, "X2" was 
surprisingly great. I liked the 
first movie, but it had its flaws. 
Big hokey doomsday devices 
that turn everyone into mutants 
are always silly, but "X2” is big- 
ger, faster and most importantly, 
a lot smarter. The strength in this 
one is the same as the first— the 
performances. Ian McKellen, 
Patrick Stewart, Hugh Jackman, 
Alan Cumming and Famke 
Janssen turn in genuine heart- 
felt performances that make 
these over-the-top super power- 
ful comic characters as real as 
the guy sitting next to you. 
Bryan Singer returns to direct 
this one and is once again the 
perfect choice. His previous 
work includes "The Usual Sus- 
pects,” and he brings that same 
character-driven feel into a film 


that could have easily turned 
into a bland sci-fi special effects 


blow out. Overall, I'd recom- 
mend "X2" to any sci-fi or action 
fan and definitely to anyone who 
saw the first, because this one 
blows the first away. 


"Elf" 

Would you just look at Will 
Ferrell? You say to yourself, 
"Hey, that guy was great on ‘Sat- 
urday Night Live.’ I wonder how 
his movies are going to be?" and 
POW — he comes out with "Old 
School." Then you say, "Okay, 
that was all right, maybe he 
should have stayed on ‘Saturday 
Night Live.’ " Then here comes 
"Elf" and you say, "Woo hoo! 
That guy is really quite enter- 
taining. I love it!" Go see "EIf.” 
That's right, I'm telling you to go 
right out and see it. Ya know 
why....cause it's great...that's 
why. Every year, we get a hand- 
ful of holiday movies, and some 
of them are good but most are 
easily forgettable. This one | 
think will be under a lot of peo- 
ple's tree next year, and may well 
become a holiday classic. Direct- 
ed by Jon Favreau (he directed 
"Made" and is one of my favorite 
directors and actors in Holly- 
wood ... a class act and serious 
talent), the story centers around 
a kid who accidentally gets tak- 
en to the North Pole and grows 
up with Santa and his helpers as 
an elf. One day he discovers he's 
not like everyone else, and he 
sets off to find his real father— a 
big business man in New York. 
So ... comedy ensues. The 
strength of the movie is Farrell's 
performance and the chemistry 
of the cast. James Caan plays the 
father, and Bob Newhart is great 
as his adopted elf daddy. The 


movie is sweet enough for even 
the toughest guy to crack a 
smile, and edgy enough for your 
independent film fans to appre- 
ciate it. It's suitable for any age 
group, and I count it among my 
list of holiday classics. 


Jason's off the scale, 
must see, all time 
classics 


"Jackie Brown" 

Quentin Tarantino films 
hold a very special place in my 
heart. "Reservoir Dogs" is as 
hard as they get and brilliant. 
“Pulp Fiction" is one of the 
coolest, and quite possibly the 
most original piece, of popular 
cinema in the last 50 years. "Kill 
Bill" has taken over to become 
my favorite action movie and a 
new classic, but it's Ms. "Jackie 
Brown" that really makes me 
sing. Regarded by some as 
Tarantino's weakest film, which I 
could never see, “Jackie Brown" 
didn'* suite live up to the "Pulp 
Fictiuit" hy pe. [f you really watch 
this movie and see the subtle but 
brilliant performances by the 
likes of Robert Deniro, Michael 
Keaton and Bridgette Fonda, 
and the best performances of 
Pam Grier, Robert Forrester and 
Samuel L. Jackson's lives— 
there's no way you can’t love it. 
It's a cinematic achievement full 
of characters you can't forget 
even if you try, and some of the 
most quotable lines ever (al- 
though I can't really quote them 
here because they've got a lot of 
dirty words in them). See “Jackie 
Brown,” and savor every deli- 
cious second. like it deserves to 
be seen. 


The Almagest would like to 
thank our staff writers for 
their dedication and 
commitment this 
semester. We couldn't 
have done it without you!! 


Dana Brian 
Neil Cassard 
Kimberly Chester 
Martha Durham 
Nisreen Hajaj 
Tasha Hicks 
Melissa Ingram 
Jason Limerick 
NJ McMichael 
Heather Stephens 
Bo Wellborn 
Rachel Wright 


WANT THIS 
Ads in the Almagest 
reach 2000 readers 


a week. 


CALL FOR 
ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION. 


797-5328 
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The 
Princeton 
Review 


Better Scores. Better Schools. 


Classes Starting Soon! 


HYPERLEARNING MCAT CLASSES 


= 702.5 hours of instruction—more than 
any other national course! 


= Up to 4,300 pages of material 
= Specially trained, carefully selected instructors 
= Five full-length, proctored practice exams 


=" Guaranteed satisfaction 


Space is limited. Call now to enroll. 


www.PrincetonReview.com | 800-2Review 
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Calendar of Events 


December is National Bingo Month! Saturday, Dec. 13 
Tandem Day (Bicycle Built for Two) 
FINALS END 


Wednesday, December 17 *_ 
7 p.m. 
Commencement, CenturyTel 
Center 


Thursday, December 25 


Thursday, Dec. 4 Py, Va ad A 
LSUS Basketball: @ Texas College | oe ; 
Friday, Dec. 5 : fs ISTMAS 


National Bathtub Day 


January is Love Yourself Month 


Saturday, Dec. 6 
Monday, January 12, 2004 
Sunday, Dec. 7 Fees must be paid by 6 p.m. for spring semester 
Pearl Harbor Day 
Saturday, January 17, 2004 
Monday, Dec. 8 Judgment Day 
5:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 
LSUS Basketball vs. Jarvis Christian College LSUS Basketball vs. Southern University - New Orleans 
FINALS BEGIN 
Monday, January 19, 2004 
Tuesday, Dec. 9 MLK Holiday 
Personal Passion Day 
Tuesday, January 20, 2004 
Wednesday, Dec. 10 CLASSES BEGIN 
Human Rights Day 
Thursday, January 22, 2004 
Friday, Dec. 12 Answer Your Cat’s Question Day 
Poinsettia Day Rid the World of Fad Diets and Gizmos Day 
7 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 
Basketball vs. Xavier University Lady Pilots Basketball vs. Xavier University 


Final Exam Schedule 


Class Time: | Final will be held: Class Time: Final will be held: Class Time: | Final will be held: 
MWF 7:00 am|Fri., Dec.12 8:00am TTH 7:45am|Tues.,Dec.9 8:00am MW 6:00 pm] Mon., Dec. 8 7:00 pm 
MWF 8:00 am] Mon., Dec. 8 8:00 am TTH 9:10 am|Thur., Dec. 11 8:00 am M 6:00 pm|Mon.,Dec.8 7:00 pm 
MWF 9:00 am| Wed.,Dec.10 8:00 am TTH 11:15 am | Tues.,Dec.9 10:30 am TTH 6:00 pm| Tues., Dec.9 7:00pm 
MWF 10:00 am| Fri., Dec.12 10:30 am TTH 12:40 pm | Thur., Dec. 11 1:00 pm TU 6:30 pm} Tues.,Dec.9 7:00 pm 
MWF 11:00 am| Mon., Dec.8 10:30 am TTH 3:30pm] Tues., Dec.9 3:00pm MW 6:30 pm| Wed., Dec. 10 7:00 pm 
MWF 12:00 pm| Wed., Dec. 10 10:30 am |} M 4:30, 5, 5:30 pm|Mon., Dec.8 5:00 pm W 6:30 pm} Wed., Dec. 10 7:00 pm 
MWF 1;00 pm} Mon., Dec. 8 1:00 pm TTH 4:30, 5 pm|Tues., Dec.9 5:00 pm TH 6:00 pm} Thurs., Dec. 11 7:00 pm 


MWF 2:00 pm|Wed.,Dec.10 1:00pm] W 4:30, 5, 5:30 pm|Wed., Dec. 10 5:00 pm TH 6:30 pm] Thurs., Dec. 11. 7:00 pm 
MWF 3:00 pm} Wed., Dec.10 3:00pm MW 5:15 pm | Wed., Dec. 10 5:00 pm {| 
MWF 4:00 pm| Mon., Dec. 8 3:00 pm MW 6:00 pm} Mon., Dec.8 7:00pm GOOD LUCK! : 


